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BINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


♦ 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1918. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bingley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I again  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  in 
a shortened  form.  The  following  pages  contain  only  the  statistical 
tables  necessary  for  the  continuity  of  the  series  of  Annual  Reports 
together  with  notes  on  maternity  and  infant  welfare  work  and  on 
infectious  diseases,  especially  influenza,  which  has  been  so  disastrously 
prevalent  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  The  vital  statistics  show 
a death  rate  greatly  above  the  average  of  recent  years,  the  increase  being 
due  to  the  heavy  mortality  of  the  influenza  epedemic.  The  birth-rate 
continues  to  fall,  but  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  return  to  more 
normal  conditions  of  life  will  ere  long  bring  about  an  improvement  in 
this  respect.  The  infant  mortality  remains  about  the  average  of  recent 
years. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Measles  continued  to  be  prevalent  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year.  Cases  of  diptheria  occurred  especially  in  the 
autumn  and  there  were  a few  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  Influenza  appeared 
first  in  July  and  August,  but  the  mortality  during  these  months  was 
slight  compared  with  that  of  the  second  outbreak  which  began  in  October 
and  continued  into  the  present  year.  The  table  on  page  5 shows  the 
number  of  deaths  from  influenza  at  specified  ages  and  for  both  sexes 
during  each  week  from  its  first  appearance  to  the  end  of  the  year.  With 
the  very  small  staff  at  my  disposal  and  in  the  absence  of  nearly  all  the 
doctors  in  the  town  on  military  service  it  was  impossible  to  organise 
any  important  measures  of  relief.  The  Health  Visitor  gave  what 
assistance  was  possible  in  some  of  the  most  needy  cases,  and  as  precau- 
tionary measures  the  Elementary  Schools  and  Sunday  Schools  were 
closed  and  managers  of  Picture  Houses  were  asked  to  exclude  children 
of  school  age  from  their  entertainments. 


Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Work. — The  meetings  ot  the 
infant  centre  were  continued  throughout  the  year,  twentyfive  meetings 
being  held.  The  average  attendance  was  twenty-seven,  683  attendances 
being  made  by  a total  of  144  infants,  an  excellent  result  when  we 
remember  the  small  number  of  infants  born  during  the  last  two  yeai’s. 
The  average  number  of  attendances  made  by  each  of  these  children  was 
live.  The  continued  increase  in  the  attendances  shows  that  these 
meetings  are  appreciated  by  the  mothers  and  I think  they  are  of  real 
benefit  to  the  children.  Short  talks  of  perhaps  ten  minutes’  duration 
are  given  to  the  mothers  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  occasionally  by 
others.  All  children  attending  are  weighed  and  those  who  are  not 
thriving  or  who  are  otherwise  ailing  are  seen  by  me  and  either  advice 
as  to  feeding  or  the  application  of  simple  remedies  is  given  or  the 
mothers  are  referred  to  their  regular  medical  attendant.  In  my  last 
report  I mentioned  that  we  intended  to  begin  a class  for  expectant 
mothers.  This  has  been  done  and  the  experiment  has  been  quite  as 
successful  as  was  hoped.  Twenty-one  meetings  have  been  held,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  five.  A trained  widwife  has  been  appointed  to 
instruct  those  attending,  and  help  has  been  given  by  several  ladies  in  the 
making  of  clothing  for  infants.  We  are  indebted  to  these  voluntary 
workers  as  well  as  to  those  who  help  at  the  Infant  Welfare  meetings, 
and  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  them  for  their  assistance. 


H.  ANGUS,  M.D., 

M.O.H.,  Bingley  U.D. 


Table  showing  Deaths  from  Influenza,  July  to  December,  19J8« 


Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  I9J8  and  previous  years. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  Total  population  at  all  ages  18,759  ) 

v At  Census 

and  inland  'watei)  ...  11,6/5.  Total  lannlies  or  separate  occupiers  ..  4 748  I 1911. 


TABLE  I. -Deaths  Registered  in  the  Borough  of  Birkenhead  during  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1908. 


Table  III. — Deaths  registered  during  the  Calendar  Year  1918,  Classified  by  Age  and  Cause. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  ‘Besidents’  whether  occurring 
within  or  without  the  District. 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents  or 

All 

Ages 

2 

Under 

1 Year 

3 

1 and 

under  2 

4 

, 2 and 

under  5 

5 

5 and 

under  15 

6 

15  and 

1 under  25 

7 

i 25  and 

under  45 

8 

! 45  and 
under  65 

9 

65  and 
upwards 

10 

in  ! 

Institutions 
in  the  District 
11  (b) 

ait  ( Certified 

312 

17 

7 

18 

22 

23 

5.1 

73 

101 

All  causes  | Uncertified 

12 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Enteric  Fever  

Small  Pox  ... 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

4 

1 

2 

1 

; • 

Influenza 

86 

2 

2 

■7 

6 

16 

26 

17 

10 

Erysipelas  ... 

Phthisis,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

20 

3 

3 

8 

5 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

8 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

7 

1 

8 

2 

1 

l 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

28 

2 

14 

12 

i 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

Meningitis  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  

25 

1 

3 

5 

16 

Bronchitis  ... 

19 

2 

7 

10 

Pneumonia  all  forms 

15 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

Alcoholism  ... 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

8 

2 

4 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

i 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 

Parturition  ... 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  including 

Premature  Birth  ... 

8 

8 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

8 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

\ 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

76 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

16 

49 

2 

Diseases,  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  

Anthrax 

Totals 

324 

18 

7 

19 

22 

24 

53 

75 

106 

8 

Tabic  IV. — Infant  Mortality. 

1918.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


j CAUSE  OP  DEATH. 

Under  1 week.  1 

1-2  weeks. 

f Certified  ... 

5 

1 

All  Causes  j 

( Uncertified 

1 

Influenza 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
i Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  

| Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions... 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  all  forms 

Diarrhoea  ... 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Acute  Nephritis 

Suffocation,  Overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

Premature  Birth  ... 

3 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus... 

2 

1 

Totals 

1 

6 

1 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  I 

under  4 weeks. 

4 weeks  and 
under  3 months. 

3 months  and 

under  6 months. 

6 months  and 

under  9 months. 

9 months  and 

under  12  months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year 

3 

1 

5 

17 

1 

2 

! 2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

i 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

3 

9 

3 

1 

5 

18 

£ 

CO 


Nett  Births 
in  the  year 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


207. 

8. 


Nett  Deaths  in  j Legitimate  Infants  I 17 
the  year  { Illegitimate  Infants  J 1 


Table  showing  the  Occupations  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year  1918. 


OCCUPATION. 

PULMONARY. 

MALE.  FEMALE. 

NON- 

PULMONARY. 

MALE.  FEMALE. 

Domestic  Work  ... 

3 

1 

Mill  Workers 

1 

6 

Discharged  Soldiers 

6 

Labourers  ... 

1 

Stone- worker 

1 

Other  Occupations 

6 

No  Occupation  (Adults)  ... 

2 

2 

School  Children  ... 

1 

2 

Infants  or  children  under 
school  age  ... 

2 

Totals  ... 

19 

11 

1 

3 

Table  showing  Age  Distribution  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year  1918. 


Age  Distribution. 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

15 

15 

25 

25 

45 

45 

65 

65 

yr& 

upw 

Totals. 

Pulmonary 

2 

1 

5 

9 

2 

19 

Male  Patients 

• 

Pulmonary 

2 

7 

1 

1 

11 

Female  Patients 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

1 

Male  Patients 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

1 

3 

Female  Patients 

Totals  ... 

2 

3 

7 

17 

3 

2 

34 

Table  showing  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  different  parts 
of  the  District  in  each  month  of  1918. 


Month. 

Bingley. 

Cottingley. 

Harden. 

Crossflatts  and 
Micklethwaite. 

Eldwick. 

Culling  worth 

Wilsden. 

Totals. 

0 — 5 years. 

5-15  years 

15  years  and 
upwards. 

January 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

February  ... 

1 

1 

1 

March 

April 

May 

1 

3 

1 

2 

June 

1 

1 

1 

July 

1 

1 

1 

August 

8 

2 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

September . . . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

October 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

November  ... 

December  ... 

1 

1 

Totals 

12 

1 

2 

3 

3 

21 

0 

11 

4 

Table  showing  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
in  different  parts  of  the  District  in  each  month  of  1918 


Cullingworth. 

Wilsden. 

Totals. 

0 — 5 years. 

5 — 15  years. 

15  years  and 

upwards. 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

G 

4 

2 

Table  showing  number  of  cases  of  Measles  in  different  parts  of 
the  District  in  each  month  of  J9I8. 


Month 

Bingley. 

Cottingley. 

Harden. 

Crossflatts  and 
Micklethwaite. 

Eldwiok. 

Cullingwortli. 

G 

1 ^ 

1 h3 

JS, 

• r— < 

* 

Totals. 

0 — 5 years. 

5—15  years. 

January  ... 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

3 

February . . . 

6 

2 

8 

1 

6 

March 

8 

2 

1 

11 

6 

April 

8 

2 

1 

1 

12 

2 

8 

May 

4 

1 

5 

5 

J une 

4 

8 

7 

1 

5 

July 

August  ... 

September 

October  . . . 

November 

December 

Totals... 

33 

6 

1 

4 

] 

2 

1 

48 

6 

83 

I 15  years  and 
j upwards. 


BINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  of  the  BUILDING  and  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  19,8. 


To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Bingley. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Twentieth  Annual 
Report  upon  the  work  executed  under  your  authority  during  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1918. 

Building  Plans,  New  Buildings,  Sewers  and  Drainage 
Constructed. — 8 Building  Plans  have  been  approved  ; 236  yards  of 
drains  have  been  constructed,  and  14  drains  connected  up  to  main 
sewers.  314  visits  to  Buildings,  sewers  and  drainage  in  course  of 
construction  have  been  made.  Central  Ward — Dining  Room  at  Lilycroft 
Mills  ; Temporary  Wood  Building  at  the  Paper  Mill,  Dubb  Lane ; 74 
yards  of  drainage  and  8 connections  to  main  sewers.  South  Ward — 

25  yards  of  drainage  and  2 connections  to  main  sewers.  West 
Ward— Additions  to  a cottage  at  Harden  ; 4 yards  of  drainage  and  1 
connection  to  main  sewer.  North  Ward — Additions  to  Farm  Buildings 
at  Micklethwaite  ; Stone  Staircase  at  Limeheld  Mill,  Crossfiatts ; Petrol 
Store  in  Lime  Street,  Bingley  ; 3b  yards  of  drainage  and  1 connection 
to  main  sewer.  East  Ward — Motor  Garage,  Crownest  Road  ; 70  yards 
of  drainage  and  2 connections  to  main  sewers.  Wilsden  W ard  20 
yards  of  drainage  and  5 connections  to  main  sewers. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances. — 36  complaints  have  been  received, 
279  houses  have  been  inspected,  5 nuisances  reported* to  the  Council, 
3 formal  notices  and  83  informal  notices  have  been  served.  At  the  end 
of  1917  there  were  44  formal  notices  outstanding.  Of  these  2 formal 
and  32  informal  notices  have  been  complied  with,  51  nuisances  abated, 

26  were  defective  house  drains,  10  untrapped  sink  waste  pipes,  8 
defective  water  closets,  1 damp  house,  5 houses  with  water  in  cellais, 
1 house  overcrowding,  6 water  closets  provided,  1 midden  closet  and 
1 open  midden  dispensed  with  ; 235  visits  to  nuisances  were  made. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 


Notices 

Out- 

Notices  Served 

Notices 
complied  with 

Notices 

Out- 

Number  of  Inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

staffing 

at 

end  of 
1917. 

In- 

formal 

For- 

mal 

In- 

formal 

For- 

mal 

staffing 

at 

end  of 
1918. 

Dwelling-houses 

279 

44 

38 

3 

32 

2 

46 

Factories  and 

Workshops 

75 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cow  Sheds 

170 

1 

1 

Slaughter-houses 
and  Food  Shops 

1560 

Offensive  Trades 

78 

Common 

Lodging-houses 

6 

Smoke 

Observations  , 

16 

1 

1 

Nuisances  to  be  dealt  with. — Ot  the  46  notices  outstanding,  11 
are  from  Bingley,  1 Cottingley,  1 Croasflatts,  18  Harden,  6 Cullingworth, 
and  14  Wilsden,  representing  nuisances  arising  from  W.C.  and  ashpit 
accommodation,  defective  drainage,  damp  floors  and  walls,  and  defective 
eaves-spouts. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. — There  are  112  workshops  regis- 
tered. Of  these  62  are  in  Bingley,  18  in  Cullingworth,  and  82  in  Wilsden, 
and  75  visits  to  workshops  have  been  made.  Hue  attention  has  been 
paid  throughout  the  year  to  cleanliness,  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences 
and  drainage.  Two  notices  with  respect  to  sanitary  conveniences  of 
factories  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  and  dealt 
with  during  the  year. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  Order.— There  are  in  the 

District  124  persons  registered  as  cow-keepers,  25  as  cow-keepers  and 
purveyors  of  milk,  and  15  purveyors  of  milk  only,  all  resident  within 


the  Council’s  area.  The  number  of  inspections  made  under  the  order 
was  170,  and  with  the  exception  of  a few  instances  the  cowsheds  and 
other  premises  were  found  reasonably  clean ; where  necessary,  the 
attention  of  the  persons  concerned  was  drawn  to  this  matter,  and  the 
cleansing  and  limewashing  of  premises  soon  followed.  In  one  case  notice 
was  served  to  desist  keeping  miik  cows  contrary  to  the  order,  and  was 
complied  with.  No  improvements  were  carried  out  as  regards  the  cons- 
truction of  the  cowsheds,  much  as  it  is  desired,  the  air-space,  ventilation, 
drainage,  and  lighting  being  quiet  inadequate  in  some  of  the  buildings. 
The  number  of  cattle  kept  in  the  district  is  about  1500.  The  condition 
of  the  cattle  may  therefore  be  described  as  fairly  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-Houses. — There  are  13  registered  slaughter-houses. 
15(50  visits  to  slaughter-houses  and  food-shops  have  been  made,  4 cows 
were  found  to  be  tuberculous  confined  to  the  lungs  the  parts  affected 
were  destroyed,  one  20  stone  tuberculous  pig  was  destroyed,  10(5  lbs.  of 
frozen  beef,  100  lbs.  of  bacon  and  48  lbs.  of  of  butter  was  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  food,  and  destroyed.  Particular  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  cleansing  of  slaughter-houses,  removal  of  blood,  garbage,  etc. 

Offensive  Trades  — There  are  19  persons  engaged  in  offensive 
trades:  2 tripe  boilers,  1 fell-monger,  1 gut-scraper,  3 tanners,  and  12 
fish  frying  shops  : 78  inspections  have  been  made,  strict  attention  being 
paid  to  cleanliness. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. — During  the  past  year 
32  cases  have  been  notified  ; 67  visits  have  been  made  to  houses  in 
which  infectious  diseases  have  occurred,  and  32  houses  have  been  disin- 
fected ; 15  cases  were  reported  to  the  Education  Department.  There 
were  6 cases  of  scarlet  fever,  4 were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  2 nursed  at  home;  21  cases  of  diptheria,  of  these  11  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  10  cases  nursed  at  home  ; 5 cases  of 

typhoid,  2 removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  3 nursed  at  home. 
22  dwelling-houses  have  been  disinfected  where  deaths  occurred  from 
tuberculosis,  and  10  where  cases  have  been  removed  to  sanatorium  ; tbe 
drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  all  the  premises  where  infectious 
diseases  have  been  notified  have  been  inspected. 

Smoke  Observations.— 16  observations  have  been  made  ; in  one 
case  a formal  notice  was  served,  and  complied  with  ; in  another  case  the 
firemen  were  cautioned.  See  the  following  Table  : — 


No.  of  Minutes  Dense  and  Moderate  Smoke  emitted  per  hour. 
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Visits  to  Outlying  Parts  of  the  District. — 25  visits  to 
Cottingley,  85  to  Crossflatts  and  Micklethwaite,  5 to  Cullingworth,  14  to 
Eldwick,  8 to  Faweather,  14  to  Harden,  2 to  Thwaites,  and  3 to  Wilsden 
have  been  made. 

N ightsoil.  Dry  Ashes  and  Rubbish  Removal. — There  have 
been  2,258  loads  removed  at  Bingley,  145  at  Cottingley,  233  at  Harden, 
207  at  Crossflatts  and  Micklethwaite,  139  at  Eldwick,  780  at  Culling- 
worth,  1,340  at  Wilsden,  making  a total  of  5,108  loads.  In  Wilsden 
this  work  is  done  by  contract,  all  the  other  divisions  are  done  by  the 
Council's  own  employees. 

1 remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  POTTER. 


